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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 



Subscribers who are either building new 
houses or are contemplating re-dec= 
orating their present homes are in- 
vited to write us for information 
regarding color harmony and artistic 
schemes of furnishing. We employ 
trained skill to solve all questions of 
interior decoration. 

In compliance with the wishes of many 
of our correspondents to purchase 
housefurnishing goods in New York, 
we notify our readers that we have 
organized a Purchasing Department, 
and are prepared to purchase goods 
at prices quoted, without making 
any charge therefor. We strongly 
advise those who write to us for dec- 
orative color schemes to carefully 
consider our advice, with the samples 
of the various materials in hand, 
which we invariably send with each 



reply, so that their minds will be 
fully made up when they ask us to 
Purchase the goods, and know that 
every item of their order is the result 
of a definite decision. It is im= 
possible to exchange goods after the 
materials have been cut and shipped, 
and we hope, in all cases, that the 
goods as ordered, when sent will be 
accepted and paid for. 

Correspondents when writing us are 
particularly requested to embody a 
reply to the following points in their 
letters : 

i. Write legibly and on one side of the 
paper. 

2. Send copy of architect's plan or a 
rough sketch of the plan of the house, 
showing size, height and arrange- 
ment of rooms, with the north and 
south aspects clearly indicated. 



3. Give particulars of existing wood- 
work, mentioning the nature of the 
trim, floor, cornice, picture-mold- 
ings and mantel in each room ; state 
what must be retained, and what, if 
any, specified articles of furniture 
are desired. 

4. State separate^' the maximum out= 
lay permissible for wall treatments, 
ceiling decoration (if any), textile 
hangings, carpets and furniture. 

5. Send brief notes of the house, its 
location, age and environment, and 
such particulars of the owner's tastes 
and sentiments bearing upon the 
matter as would be discovered from 
a personal'interview. 

6. Send ten two-cent stamps if sam= 
pies of paper, carpets, draperies, 
etc. are desired by mail, otherwise 
we must express same at inquirer's 
expense. 



SOME SUnriER LUNCHEONS. 

By Margaret Muchmore. 

LUNCHEONS or breakfast parties are 
the easiest sort of an entertainment 
in the early summer, when the world 
is all a- blossom, especially for any one 
blessed with a country house, where the 
lawn spreads the carpet and the sky forms 
the frescoed ceiling of an ideal banquet hall. 
A breakfast party which had such a setting 
was indulged in by a favored few last week 
at a delightful villa upon the banks of the 
Hudson, and the details of the affair were 
that consistent that the decorations were sim- 
ply of leaves. The tall, thin Venetian vase in 
the centre contained a bunch of those of the 
young horse-chestnut, while the cloth of 
finest damask was overlaid with the feathery 
leaves of a delicate vine. The menu, which 
began with strawberries served upon a plate 
of grape leaves and ended with ices served 
in the same manner, was composed entirely 
of the first fruits and vegetables of the sea- 
son, done up in many remarkable ways, the 
only meat course being broiled chicken. 

A series of three spring breakfasts, given 
by a popular little matron in one of New 
York's fashionable suburbs, were perfect 
symphonies in yellow. The hemstitched 
cloth was embroidered in jonquils, and a 
great bowl of those flowers held the centre 
of the table and were laid in bunches above 
each plate, forming a complete wreath about 
the board. The china was all of gold and 
white. A jonquil was laid at the side of the 
plate with each course, from the fruit — 
golden oranges, bananas and pears — to the 
punch served in oranges and the ices of yel- 
low tulips. 



A pretty and delicate floral decoration for 
a luncheon consisted of a bunching of some 
simple white flowers, lilies-of-the-valley, 
narcissus and daisies, in a tall glass vase on 
a centre mirror, while clustered about it 
here and there on the table were a dozen 
tiny glass vases, a finger or so high, con- 
taining respectively a few daisies, one or 
two sprays of lily-of-the-valley or a single 
narcissus with leaves. The effect was 
almost lacelike, and marvelously attrac- 
tive. 

An impromptu and noveL luncheon deco- 
ration was that planned by a clever girl who 
was called upon to entertain a party of 
friends ver; 1 unexpectedly one day last sum- 
mer. Providing herself with the first thing 
at hand, an immense quantity of fragrant 
pink cloves, she filled a wide, low bowl with 
them for the centre of the board, then laid 
a wealth of the pink tops in a wreath all 
about the outer edge of the table, and scat- 
tered any number of single blooms here and 
there on the cloth. For originality, sim- 
plicity and artistic effect in decoration, this 
has seldom been excelled. This same young 
woman showed a like originality in the 
planning of a breakfast during the cherry 
season. The chandelier over the table was 
wreathed with the boughs of the cherry tree 
laden with fruit, which reached down and 
mingled with a mound of the same in the 
centre of the table. The guest-cards had a 
bunch of cherries painted in one corner, 
while at each plate was a tiny dish in the 
shape of a leaf filled with the sugar-coated 
fruit. The menu began with great ox-heart 
cherries, served in a majolica lettuce-leaf, 
and ended with a simulated cherry roll made 
of ice cream and the candied fruit. 

A strawberry luncheon, in lieu of the 
cherry one just described, could be quite as 



successfully carried out, and at a trifling ex- 
pense, in the season of the fruit. 

At a farewell breakfast to be given for a 
coming June bride, the table, which seats 
fourteen, is to be in the shape of a heart. 
The hostess, a woman of resource, has had 
the heart top made to fasten over her own 
mahogany dining-table by wooden clamps. 
The cloth will be a hemstitched affair of 
white mull laid over a lining of pink silk, 
and the centre of the board is to be held by 
a large floral piece in the shape of a heart, 
fashioned of pink roses. The plate-cards 
are a simulated rose-leaf with quotations 
from Love's own book, and the favors will 
be three long-stemmed bridesmaid roses, 
accompanied by small silver heart stick- 
pins. The rods, the cakes, the ices, and 
even the eniris — sweetbread croquettes — 
are to be fashioned in heart shape; the salad 
will be of fruit mixed and garnished with 
rose leaves, and the pink-and-white bon- 
bons are to be hidden in the folds of a great 
pink rose laid at each plate. 

A boating luncheon, which is already be- 
ing planned for Regatta week, will have for 
its placing the velvet lawn of a charming 
villa, and it promises to contain many novel 
features. The colors of a certain rowing 
club are to be carried out in the frocks of 
the favored guests and in the flowers, which 
will be heaped in a miniature four-oared 
shell resting on a mirror lake, surrounded 
by ferns, in the centre of the table. At each 
plate will be placed a small birch-bark canoe 
filled with more flowers, and the guest-cards 
will be painted to represent the club's pen- 
nant. The favors are to be small silver oar- 
pins with the date engraved on the blade, 
and the minu, or "mess," as it is to be 
called, will be purely nautical in tone, from 
oysters a la half-shell to ices a la Peary. 



